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new now

Kahlert Youth Media Arts Center



Dear Spy Hop Friends,

If, like me, you were moved to tears by the powerful words of 

United States’ National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman at 

President Biden’s inauguration, you now understand why cultivating 

and supporting youth voice and leadership is key to a thriving 

democracy and to healing a broken nation. This past year our young 

people have endured a year like no other - their lives turned upside down by a pandemic, 

police brutality, civil and cultural unrest, not to mention earthquakes and hurricane-

force winds or pathological lies and misinformation by a president in an effort to 

undermine our constitutional right to a free and fair election. 

This year has taken its toll on our young people, to be sure, but I take solace in the fact 

that Spy Hop - our mentors, staff and board - have been there for them. We’ve persevered. 

We’ve shown up for them, committed to listening, learning, and adapting, and making 

sure their voices were heard and valued in their communities. We embraced the 

“mentoring young people to find their voice”part of our mission, fiercely. 

As a teen, Amanda’s voice was cultivated through her participation in WriteGirl, an 

afterschool, mentor-based, creative writing program in Los Angeles that works to 

empower girls to find their voice and strengthen their leadership. It is organizations like 

WriteGirl and Spy Hop that are needed now more than ever. We are able to provide the 

individualized encouragement and mentorship needed to help them grow and thrive. 
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Expenses: $1,694,133

Revenue $1,876,679

Audited financials from 

September 1, 2019 - August  31, 2020

Daigwade
Through a partnership with Utah State University, Spy Hop is part of a community-based project with the 

Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation. Working with tribal youth, Spy Hop is helping them create place-

based storytelling experiences that share and preserve important cultural and historical stories of the Tribe.

Phase 2 Productions
In February 2020, Erin Cole, Spy Hop alum (2009-2011) joined the Spy Hop team as the Production 

Manager of Phase 2 Productions. Phase 2 is Spy Hop’s alumni run production studio and is able to 

provide high quality video production to clients. Learn more at phase2productions.com.

New Partnerships
Spy Hop established new partnerships with Planned Parenthood, Club Ability, Heartland Community 4 Youth 

& Families, Refugee Action for Family Health, David Eccles School of Business, and Utah Communities 

Connect to remove barriers for participation to historically underserved multicultural communities.

New Programs
Spy Hop created new programming to respond to the COVID-19 shutdowns. Rewired Workshops provided 

live virtual programming to students 9-19, while Art Shop provided on-demand tutorials that students 

of all ages were able to access for free to create fun media projects at home. Beat Challenge gives space 

for a community of music producers to come together online to create beats and learn from each other. 

Quarantined kids doing an Art Shop tutorial.

Tech Liberation Project
To address the digital inequities that exist in our community and have been exasperated by the 

pandemic, Spy Hop launched the Tech Liberation Project to accept old functional laptops and computers 

to be refurbished and then redistributed to students and families in need. To date Spy Hop has received 

271 donated devices and liberated 60 refurbished devices to students and families in our community. 

Over 90 devices and 200 lbs of cords and accessories have been safely recycled and kept out of landfills.

On the infamous Friday the 13th, we were forced to move all our programs online – from PitchNic, 

Musicology, Loud & Clear, or our Multimedia Apprenticeship programs we run at our youth media 

center in Salt Lake City to Sending Messages at Decker Lake Youth Center and our POPS and Voices of 

the West programs we run throughout the state. This was no small undertaking. Our teams of mentors 

redesigned, reimagined, and redelivered on the promise we make every day to our youth. We hear you 

and we are here for you – and we are ready to help you embrace your New Now. 

Thank you all for believing in the power of youth voice and for encouraging our next generation of 

leaders like Amanda Gorman. There are thousands of Amanda Gorman’s out there, and with the help of 

organizations like Spy Hop, they will become the next leaders, thinkers and doers in our communities 

and help restore our beautiful country and our beautiful democracy. Thank you for being on that journey 

with us. 

As we settle into 2021, I look forward to celebrating with you the incredible accomplishment of opening 

the new Khalert Youth Media Arts Center. We hope to hold a naming ceremony in May; we invite you to 

rejoice with us as we settle into our facility built for our students and our community.

With much love and appreciation,
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Fundraisers

$13,219

Program Fees & Contracts

$63,599

Phase 2 Productions

$108,361

Other

$124,272

Events & Fundraising

$367,704

Phase 2 Productions

$136,584

Administration

$96,592

Screenshot from an online summer Rewired Workshop class.

Programs

$1,093,253

Grants & Contributions

$1,591,021

From new classes and partnerships to new staff, and initiatives to better serve our community, 
our list of accomplishments from the past year have made us proud. 
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Kasandra VerBrugghen

http://phase2productions.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFA5vuaz1mDNZdduxuzolNA
https://spyhop.org/program/beat-challenge/
https://spyhop.org/tech-liberation-project/


In August 2020, Spy Hop’s 10-year dream of building a space 

of our own for our young people to learn and grow became our 

reality. In the days that Spy Hop took occupancy of our new 

space, the organization also received an incredible contribution 

to name it the Kahlert Youth Media Arts Center facility.  The 

donation from the Kahlert Foundation is transformational; it 

signals how much our community believes in Spy Hop, the 

importance of this center, and how critical it is to the education 

and well being of the young people in our community. Spy Hop 

is incredibly grateful to all of the donors and funders who have 

been on this journey with us; their collective contributions 

have proven that if you believe deeply, work hard, and don’t give 

up, dreams do come true. 

The Kahlert Youth Media Arts Center is a 22,000 square foot 

state-of-the-art facility designed with students in mind. 

With a recording studio, large classrooms, a student lounge, 

equipment lab, and more, it is a beacon of creativity and 

learning for young aspiring digital media artists of all skill 

levels. The third floor boasts a Rooftop event space available 

for community events large and small. Designed by Atlas 

Architects, built by Okland Construction, with solar provided 

through a grant from Blue Sky Energy with additional support 

from CE Solar, the facility is LEED Silver equivalent. The Kahlert 

Youth Media Arts Center is situated perfectly in the Central 9th 

District of Salt Lake City, providing critical access to public 

transportation, making the facility accessible to students 

across the Salt Lake valley.
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Adam Kreisel
Adib’s Rug Gallery
Ally Bank
Amber DeBirk
Amy Redford
Angelica Matinkhah
Angie Welling & Scott Beck
Ann & Maunsel Pearce
Annie Quan & Skye Emerson
Anonymous (2) 
Ashley Barkley
Becky & Seth Youkstetter
Benjamin Phillips
Beth Branson
Brent & Danielle Bowen
Bryan and Marielos Clifton
Candace VerBrugghen
Carla Trentelman
Carolyn Leone & Bill Patterson
Cassandra Covaleski
Cassidy & Ted Beck
CE Solar
Celeste Edmunds
Centeva
Chris & Heidi Rowe
Chris & Laura Lewon
Corey Cronin
Cynthia Chen
Daela Taeoalii-Higgs & Josh Tipton
Daniel Lofgren
Daniel Maldonado
Dannon Rampton
Dave Roth
David Barber
David Kelby Johnson Memorial Foundation
Dawn Mullins
Deanna Brinkman
Deborah Boede
Disability Law Center
Dominion Energy
Dylan & Paula Shepherd
Elizabeth Hensler
Emma Eccles Jones Foundation

Eric Kuehne
Franks Family Foundation
Fraser Nelson
George S. and Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation
Geralyn Dreyfous
Google Fiber
Greg & Vicki Hart
Greg Sumner
Harvey Sax
Heather & James McVey
Henriksen Butler
Holly & Jason Yocom
Holly & Koji Peck
IKEA
J James Palmer
Jane & Tim Sullivan
Jane Yates
Janet Q. Lawson Foundation
JBH & Associates
Jean Tokuda Irwin
Jeffrey & Judi Stokes
Jeffrey Berke
Jen Guillory
Jenifer Ogzewalla
Jennifer Plumb
Jill & Richard Sheinberg
Joe Lohrer
John & Andrea Miller
John & Jan Esplin
Joshua Liljenquist
Kasandra VerBrugghen & Andreas Schmidt
Kathi & Darren Ehlers
Ken & Carol Verdoia
Keri & Richard Evans
Kevin & Donna Gruneich
Kimberly Zarkin
Larry H. Miller & Gail Miller Family Foundation
Laura Sellers
Laurel Hunter
Lawrence T. Dee & Janet T. Dee Foundation
Lewis Francis & Dana Costello
Libby & Mark Haslam
Lisa Nichols
Lorna & Gary &erson
Marisa & Stephen Jenny
Matt & Anne Wigham
Matt & Bianca Lyon
Maverick Inc.

McCarthey Family Foundation
Meldrum Foundation
Meredith Lavitt & Chris Reddish
Michael Clark & Wendy Wolf
Michele Johnson
Michele Page & Sue Geary
Missy Greis
Nancy Williams
Nate Thomas & Jinna Lee
Paige, Alan, & Hayden Stotts
Paul & Bonnie Weiss
Pete & Jolie Iacobelli
Peter & Amy Corroon
Peter Pilafian
Ralph & Carmen Holt
Redevelopment Agency of Salt Lake City
Rheda Fouad & Amy Leininger
Richard & Susan Thomas
Richard Walje & Laura Nelson
Rick & Cory Wray
Robert & Diana Wray
Robyn Martinez & Melanie Hamilton
Rocky Mountain Power Blue Sky Program
Roger Haglund
Sam & Diane Stewart Family Foundation
Sarah Elizabeth Garza-Levitt
Schwab Fund For Charitable Giving
Sentry Financial Corporation
Shannalee Otanez

C A P I T A L  C A M P A I G N  D O N O R S
All gifts and pledges to the Capital 

Campaign to date are recognized.

Donor Signage Overlay by Infinite Scale, photography, Scot Zimmerman

1 of 5 designated classroom spaces

George S. & Dolores Doré Eccles Student Lounge

Sharon Roper
Shelby & Coleman Herrod
Shelley Bills
Staci Larsen
State of Utah
Steve Lanter
Stokes Strategies
Sunderland Foundation
Super Top Secret
Susan Ann Dolan
Susan Smith
Susan & Victor VerBrugghen
Suzanne Jacoby
Taki & Andoni Telonidis
Tessa Arneson & Timothy Watcke
The Corroon Foundation
The ELMA Music Foundation
The Kahlert Foundation
The Katherine W. Dumke & Ezekiel R. Dumke Jr.  
   Foundation
Trevor & Sharen Ortman
Trois Coeurs Foundation
Victor Rickman & Susan Koles-Rickman
Virginia Pearce
Willard L. Eccles Foundation
William Woodruff
Zachary Allred
Zeke Dumke, IV
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Being authentic to who we are 
as an organization, as a culture, and as a work family is central to our daily 

decisions and actions. When COVID-19 arrived in our world, our ability to stay 

focused on our mission and students was pulled into sharp focus. We were 

collectively compelled by the need to rise to the moment and meet the needs 

of our youth. 

And while we were in the trenches of figuring out exactly how to do that, we 

did, in fact, find our footing and nimbly responded. It was a grave moment 

in time where everyone in the world was trying to reorient and find a way 

forward; young people included. And now, in the early days of 2021, we have 

found enough space to begin to reflect on the past 10 months and evaluate our 

lessons learned. We do this knowing that the transformation that comes from 

this shared global experience is only just beginning. We asked our evaluation 

partners at Convergence Design Lab to help us put words to paper to 

understand what we did well and where we could improve as we move forward. 

It was our infrastructure that allowed us to be nimble in the face of such 

upheaval. The fact that we have a full-time paid staff of teaching mentors is 

a choice investment that allows for built-in meeting time, which supports 

innovation and reflection, making programmatic shifts, such as taking 

all programming online in the span of one-week, possible. Our investment 

in state-of-the-art facilities and resources allowed us to create a free 

equipment rental system to support at-home student participation and 

production. A commitment to the value of youth centered instruction and 

creative expression allowed staff to collaborate and figure out innovative 

ways to deliver programs online. Together, these elements helped us support 

our students’ social/emotional needs, skill growth, and the cultivation of 

future-ready mindsets during and despite a time of an unprecedented set of 

challenges.

We know that ‘showing up’ for our students is critical to success regardless 

of online or in-person interactions; however, taking programming online and 

simply being available to our students proved to be one of the most important 

D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  N E W  N O W

acts of mentoring that we provided during the early days of the pandemic.    

Our students looked to us to provide a dynamic space where needs for 

belonging, expression, and community building in a safe, shared space could 

be realized.

Many of our students who had begun classes with us prior to COVID-19 

forced shutdowns already had established strong working relationships with 

peers and mentors. Many youth who had the benefit of these foundational 

experiences could more easily transition to online learning. There were tough 

moments when several of our core programs were forced into temporary 

hiatus, and we weren’t able to re-engage with every student. However, those 

who returned did so with a renewed sense of commitment and purpose. We 

saw that when mentors continue to show up, we can cultivate new ways for 

youth to grow. Sadly, for youth whose families were economically challenged or 

for youth where online learning was not a practical reality, many students had 

to drop out of classes or significantly pull back from participation.

Online learning afforded us new ways to reach students that surprised us. 

We saw that youth whose geographical distance once prevented them from 

in-person participation could take part when programs moved online. For the 

first time in Spy Hop’s history, we had students who could come together in a 

virtual space to collaborate and connect. Students from Washington, New York, 

Wyoming, North Carolina, and more found their way to Spy Hop.

Students grasped the larger historical context and the myriad ways in which 

COVID embattled everyone. They did not fault mentors for delivering online 

learning experiences that were subpar to their face-to-face learning. They 

were grateful for the ways that real conversations and connections happened 

on their Spy Hop zoom calls compared to school. They found meaning and 

purpose by creating media works that addressed the issues of the time. 

As it became increasingly clear that COVID-19 was not going to dissipate in 

the Summer or Fall, another pandemic - that of systemic racism and police 

brutality became viscerally and horrifically apparent to many Americans. 

During these exceedingly complex times, we faced many challenging 

decisions, both programmatically and internally. How might mentors build 

relationships and foundational skills in programs that could not run face-

to-face and hands-on? How might the rural and more community-based 

programs that center around hyper-localism thrive in a virtual space? How 

should Spy Hop re-evaluate its approach to diversity, equity, and inclusion in 

terms of its pedagogy, curriculum, funding models, and staffing? There are 

no easy or quick answers to these questions. Still, we continue to rely on our 

core values, our commitment to our students and our community to be our 

authentic selves and to use our strengths as a team and as an organization to 

address these inequities and challenges through the lens of our mission.

There is no going back; there is only forward. We embrace our lessons learned 

and are prepared to push forward, advocate for our young people to ensure that 

all possess the skills and mindsets necessary for future success and that their 

voices are heard and valued in their communities, here and around the world.

“I think we’re going to be the voice of the world. I think 
Spy Hop really tries to help us find that voice and give us 
confidence and give us the ability to have this impact 
and ... they support our media because ... it’s what would 
benefit the world the most.”     

- Spy Hop Student 

The mantra that 
‘change is the only 
constant’ strikes a 
deep chord among 
our staff as we 
are continually 
discovering and 
defining this
‘new now.’

Top: PitchNic students meeting with their mentors via 
zoom. Right: PitchNic student on set following COVID-19 
protocols.

Spy Hop offered online classes for the first time and as a result, students from outside of Utah were 
able to participate in Spy Hop classes. 

Screenshot of the live Musicology listening 
party celebrating the launch of the album, 
“Mean Machine” by the Blue Collar Lovers.
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https://open.spotify.com/album/55Ny7PqmpBZhO0izkBQflb
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A Our afterschool classes are offered year-round 

in our downtown SLC studio for students ages 

9-19. Through a scaffolded approach we offer 

introductory to advanced classes that provide 

hands-on learning while encouraging students 

to create media to inspire social change. 

In 2020 all classes were free of charge and 

included free gear and software to intermediate 

and advanced students who needed it.

Afterschool Programs
Through community partnerships with schools, 

youth organizations, and government agencies 

Spy Hop is able to provide its high-quality 

programming to youth throughout the state 

of Utah. These customized classes can be held 

during school as well as out-of-school time 

hours in a variety of locations across the state of 

Utah as well as at our downtown center.

Satellite Programming
Through afterschool workshops and paid 

summer media intensives, this program 

provides a unique opportunity for Spy Hop 

mentors to offer week-long programming 

that aims to elevate the voices and ideas of 

young people while also celebrating what 

makes their communities unique in the rural 

communities around Blanding, Tooele, Vernal, 

and Hurricane/La Verkin, Utah.

Voices of the WestStudents Served:

11,950

68%

10.5%

3%

14%

1%

1%
2%

0.5%

49%

18%

18%

16%

Students Served: 820

Number of Classes: 103

Average Age: 14

Free/Reduced Lunch: 29%

Students Served: 204

Number of Classes: 113

Average Age: 13

Free/Reduced Lunch: 51%

Students Served: 45

Number of Classes: 44

Average Age: 15

Free/Reduced Lunch: 54%

Students Served: 103

Number of Classes: 106

Average Age: 15

Free/Reduced Lunch: N/A

58%

1%

39%

2%

Spy Hop brings teaching artists to a single 

classroom, grade level, or an entire school 

through workshops and assemblies. These 

programs introduce young people to concepts 

of media arts in film, audio and design. These 

activities encourage engagement in core 

subjects as well as develop 21st century skills.

POPS Programs

Students served: 10,778 

Schools: 51

Charters: 10

Districts: 15

Spy Hop’s portfolio of 
programming includes in-school, 
after-school, youth-in-care and 
summer camps for kids 9-19. On 
March 13, 2020 Spy Hop made the 
decision to move all programming 
to an online format due to 
COVID-19. The data from our 2019-
2020 programming year reflects 
both in-person and online data.

ethnicity

white 

hispanic

black 

multiracial

american indian

pacific islander

asian

unknown

gender

male

female

transgender

non-binary

Spy Hop’s Youth-In-Care programs are for 

young people in the foster care system, 

residential treatment programs, secure 

care facilities and those in state’s custody. 

Students create podcasts, stop-motion 

animation and music projects that are shared 

online. This includes Spy Hop’s award-winning 

Sending Messages podcast program.

Youth-in-Care

57%

43%

62%

38%

62%

37%

1%

Languages Spoken in the Home:
English,  Spanish,  French,  German,  Chinese,  Urdu,  Arabic,  Rwandan,  Samoan,  Swahili,  

Explore student work online!
www.spyhop.org/watch-listen-play

Russian,  Lao,  Hawaiian,  Igbo,  Afrikaans,  Portuguese,  Persian,  Vietnamese

27%

56%

1%

10.5%

3.5%
2%

39%

46%

2%

4%

1%

3%

5%

PitchNic students on location to film “Fitrah.” 

07 08

http://www.spyhop.org/watch-listen-play
https://vimeo.com/497077503


$100,000 and Above
Adobe Inc.

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur  

   Foundation 

Salt Lake County Health Department

Salt Lake County Zoo, Arts, and Parks

Susan Crown Exchange

The ELMA Music Foundation 

Utah State Board of Education 

$50,000 through $99,000
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

National Endowment for the Humanities

Utah Division of Arts and Museums

$25,000 through $49,000
George S. and Dolores Doré Eccles  

   Foundation

Lewis Prize for Music

$10,000 through $24,000
Boundary Supply

Comenity Capital Bank

Facebook

Google Fiber

Jarvis & Constance Doctorow Family  

   Foundation 

Salt Lake City Arts Council

Stephen G. & Susan E. Denkers        

   Foundation

Synchrony Financial

Union Pacific Foundation

Utah Film Commission

Utah Humanities

Willard L. Eccles Foundation

$5,000 through $9,999 

American Express

Centeva Foundation 

Dell Loy Hansen Foundation

KeyBank

Lawrence T. Dee & Janet T. Dee     

   Foundation

R. Harold Burton Foundation

Richard & Shirley Hemingway     

   Foundation

The Kahlert Foundation

US Bank Foundation 

$2,500 through $4,999
Best Buy Foundation

Matthew Irving

Woodward Inc. 

Rocky Mountain Power

Salt Lake City Corporation

Trois Coeurs Foundation

Windermere Foundation

$1,000 through $2,499
Amy Redford & Matt August

Brent & Danielle Bowen

Chevron

Dan Morris

Drake & Alicia Bloebaum

Eric Woodruff

JEPS Foundation

Kilby Court

Laura Sellers

Lewis Francis & Dana Costello

Marriner S. Eccles Foundation

Mary Ann & Joe Branson

Rheda Fouad & Amy Leininger

Rachael & John Giolas

Sartain & Saunders, LLC

STEM Action Center

Tessa Arneson & Timothy Watcke

$500 through $999
Amy Edwards

Bowen Studios

Cassidy & Ted Beck

Christy Chatelain & Joe Sanchez

David E. Cumming Family Foundation

Deborah Henich

Gregory Lyons

Jaime Dansie

Jean Irwin

Mark Miller Subaru

Nate Thomas & Jinna Lee

Joe Lohrer

Katerina Bond

Kevin & Donna Gruneich

Mel Lavitt

Nanette & Felix Cenaruzabeitia

Noel & David Gomez

Dr. Robert & Mrs. Diana Wray

Sarah Hobin

The C-Stone Family

$250 to $499
Amie & Allyson Hughes

Ariel & Alec Ford

Bill Patterson & Carolyn Leone

Branden Rosenlof

Candace VerBrugghen

Celestia Carson

Cheryl Wanlass

Daela Taeoalii-Higgs & Josh Tipton

Darcy Rawson

Discover

Faye Pilcher

Heather Haley

Holly & Koji Peck

Jen & Brian Reuben

Jennifer Plumb

Jodi Miller

Jody Jones

Lisa Nichols

Loren Micalizio

Lynette Saccomanno

Melinda Almquist & Jay Lyons

Nicole Griffin

Sharay Larsen

Soren Simonsen

Stephen & Monica Clay

Steve Denkers

Suzanne Stensaas Fund

Teri Mumm

Virginia Pearce

Viviane & Amy Wanderley-Britt

$101 through $249
Adele Clay

Anita Harding

Aprille Savarese

Ashley Youkstetter

Benjamin Brown & Steve Verno

Beth Branson

California Honeydrops

Carmen Harris & Kelly Peterson

Celia & Shawn Boyle

Chelsea Malouf

Chris Conard

Christina Mintz-Fernandez

David & Pat Noall

Debra Hummel & Ezra Jones

Deliliah Frank

Greg Sumner

Grzegorz Bulaj

Jennifer Oviatt

Jill & Richard Sheinberg

John A. Murillo

Josh Levey & Tanya DeAngelis

Judith Boulden

Kasandra VerBrugghen & Andreas  

   Schmidt

Kathy & Robert Chatelain

Larissa Trout & John Maxwell

Lynn Dixon

Lynne Kerr

Mara Haight

Matt Woolley

Matthew Potolsky

Michele Johnson

Otto Casal

Pamela Park

Peter & Amy Corroon

Ross & Cecilia Romero

Russell Mason

Rye

Sara Neal

Sharon Roper

Stephanie Thatcher

Steve Arneson

Taki & Andoni Telonidis

Tanya Matthews

Wilma Odell

$100 and below
Aimee Horman

Alec Lyons

Ali Timmons

Alisa Haws

Allene Fowler

Amazon Smile

Andressa & Marty Day

Andrew Middleton

Anne Rice

Anonymous (2)

Ashley Backman

Ashley Patterson

Aspen Hinkle

Austin Brown

Becky & Seth Youkstetter

Becky Johnson Ogden

Becky Lyttle

Bella Church

Bombshell Music & Media

Breanne Litts

Brian & Lynette Thorn

Carla Kelley

Cathy Foy

Chris Avery

Chrissy Bjornn

Christina Billings

Christina Jepson

Christopher Donehoo

Cita Strauss

Cori Groth & James Cordova

Cory Pike

Costco

Craig Schriber

David Kent Barber

Dee Brewer

Dena DeBry

Dorothy Foy

Elizabeth Sherlock

Elizabeth Weight

Emalia Tillotson

Eric Avery

Erik Roan

Hildegard & Eckart Schmidt

Jackie Standing

Jamie Crews

Jan Nystrom

Jane Anderson

Jeff Bryant

Jeffrey Key

Jen Guillory

Jena Woodbury

Jennifer Morgan

Jennifer Nuttall

Jeremy & Kathryne Chatelain

Jim & Linda Bluhm

Joanne & Stephen Slotnik

Jodi Nevarez

Jon Nepstad

Joseph Vassallo

Junyi Hu

Karen Hyde

Kari Godfrey

Karin Lockovitch

Kat Vines

Kathy Nichols

Ken & Carol Verdoia

Kevin Nelson

Kimberly Zarkin

Laura Hadley

Laura Nelson & Arlo Walje

Lexi Hradisky

Lillie Garrido Butcher

Lori Butterfield

Lynn Frick-Dolan

Ralph & Carmen Holt

Margaret Simmons

Mark Shediac & Adeline Sookling Low

Mary Anne Karren

Matt & Tamara Mateus

Heather & Matt Brace

Megan DePaulis

Megan Halversen

Melanie Wolcott

Michele Medina

Michelle Anderson

Michelle Cline

Michelle Vansice

Microsoft

Morgan Pratt

Nancy Arneson

Nathan Buchanan

Olivia Smock

Paula Teets

Peter Rosen

Rachel Sweet

Rob & Kirsten MacIntyre

Robert & Holly Wray, Jr.

Robyn Martinez & Melanie Hamilton

Sally King

Sammy Scharg & Daniel Ketchel

Samuel Finlayson

Sarah Elizabeth Garza-Levitt

Sarah Thompson

Sean Leslie

Shannalee Otanez

Sharen Hauri

Shellie & Michael Alvord

Sheryl Gillilan

Stephanie Bogdan

Stephen & Marisa Jenny

Suzanne Robbins

Terese & Mike Walton

Tim Erickson

Traci Thompson

Tricia Schumann

Trish Aguilar

Trisha Hernandez

Trisha & Trace Worthington

Urban Partners 2, Inc.

Wally Bills

Woodland Advisors, LLC

In Memory of:
Sierra Chacon (17)

Lynn Dougan (2)

In Honor of:
Adam Sherlock

Adriene Klein (2)

Anthony Kreisel

Ben Trentelman

Maxie & Calvin Mumm (2)

Cathy Foy

Dennis Dolan

Kasandra VerBrugghen (2)

Larissa Trout

Laura Sellers (2)

Mark & Libby Haslam

Matt Mateus

Meredith Lavitt & C. Reddish (2)

Nate Thomas 

Peter Coyote 

Team Tipton 

Tessa Arneson 

The L. Kids

The Tipton Kids.

Students collaborated to create a Spy 
Hop mural with local artist Ruel Brown 
at the Maven District.

Musicology band, Blue Collar Lovers, 
persevered and were able to release 
their album in November 2020. 

Musicology student recording their 
album, “Mean Machine.” 

I’m really glad that we 
stumbled across your 
class offerings. We live in 
Wyoming, and I’ve shared 
it with some other parents 
that signed up their kid(s) 
last week and this week. 
It has been nice for them 
to experience a big city 
offering of classes!

 - Spy Hop Parent
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Spy Hop thanks all of the following donors* who generously contributed to the organization. 

This Annual Report lists gifts made from September 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020. While we 

make every effort to be accurate, mistakes occur. If we have made a mistake, please contact us!

*All Capital Campaign donors are recognized on pg. 4 

5+ years of giving CREW member (Spy Hop’s monthly donor club)

In-kind gift Spy Hop Alumni Parent Circle

Staff celebrate with donor Heather Kahert on the 
new Spy Hop Rooftop.

http://www.ruelbrown.com/
https://open.spotify.com/album/55Ny7PqmpBZhO0izkBQflb
https://spyhop.org/crew/


Spy Hop’s mission is to mentor young people in the digital media arts to help 
them find their voice, tell their stories, and be empowered to affect positive 
change in their lives, their communities, and the world.

We envision a world in which all young people possess the skills and mindsets 
necessary for future success and that their voices are heard and valued in their 
communities.

Kasandra VerBrugghen

Executive Director

Adam Sherlock

Director of Community Partnerships

Alecia Cenaruzabeitia*

Rooftop Event Space Manager

Amber Dwyer*

Administrative Assistant

Anthony Rodriguez*

Community Program Mentor

Beth Branson

Development Director

Cathy Foy

Musical Arts Mentor

Celia Boyle

Finance & Operations Director

Connor Estes*

Radio & Podcast Mentor

Daniel Stergios

Equipment Lab Assistant

Elizabeth Schulte 

Interactive Design Mentor

Erasmo Martinez*

Community Program Mentor

Erin Cole*

Phase 2 Productions Manager

Erik Roan

Annual Fund Manager

Gabriella Huggins*

Community Program Mentor

Hoang Ha

IT Manager

Jared Gilmore*

Audio Mentor

Jeremy Chatelain

Program Director

José Manzo

Film Mentor

Larissa Trout

Director of Marketing & Community 

Relations

Matt Mateus

Education Director

Myke Johnson*

Statewide Arts Coordinator

RJ Castillo

Social Media & Web Content Manager

Teri Mumm

Director of Community & Government 

Initiatives

Trevor Dahl

Graphic Designer & Design Mentor

S T A F F
Nathan Thomas 

Chair

Brent Bowen 

Vice Chair

Nastaran Alimadadi

Treasurer

Annie Quan

Secretary

Tessa Arneson

Luna Banuri

Neil Ellis

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
Dave Gomez

Missy Greis

JR Howa 

Josh Liljenquist

Lisa Nichols 

Holly Peck

Jennifer Plumb

Amy Redford

Jorge Robles

Laura Sellers

Daela Taeoalii-Higgs

Sarah Elizabeth Garza-Levitt

Chair

Jennifer Berger

Mike Brown 

Bryan Clifton 

Steve Denkers 

Geralyn Dreyfous

John Esplin 

Kevin Gruneich 

Lewis Francis

Janie Franks

Jean Tokuda Irwin

A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D
Meredith Lavitt 

Carolyn Leone 

Hank Louis

Dan Maldonado 

Hunter Metcalf*

Peter Pilafian

Jennifer Seelig

Dylan Shepherd

Taki Telonidis

Ken Verdoia

Matt Wigham

Rick Wray

*Spy Hop Alumni

Connect with Us!
Kahlert Youth Media Arts Center

208 W. Harvey Milk Blvd.

Salt Lake City, UT, 84101

801.532.7500 | spyhop.org

“One of the things that I love most about Spy Hop is 

its focus – it has a distinct purpose. One of our goals 

with the video game we made was to show how by 

overcoming differences and taking responsibility 

for what’s happened, you can solve problems that 

threaten your entire society.”

 - Power Up game design student

http://spyhop.org
https://www.facebook.com/spyhop/
https://twitter.com/spy_hop?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/spy_hop_/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/SpyHop
https://vimeo.com/spyhop
https://thespyguys.itch.io/rainy-season

